
School Committee Ad Hoc Task Force on School Names 

Monday, May 21, 2018 

5:30 PM – 7:00 PM 

Walsh School Committee Room, 5
th

 Floor, Brookline Town Hall 
 

Agenda 
 

1) Approval of Minutes of the April 30, 2018 Meeting 

 

2) Update on Town Meeting Warrant Article 23: Renaming of the Edward  

     Devotion School 

     a.  Ad Hoc Task Force Discussion 

     b.  Public Comment    

 

3) Presentation of Ad Hoc Task Force Research on the Names of Brookline 

    Schools - Lawrence, Driscoll, and, if time permits, Heath  

     a.  Ad Hoc Task Force Discussion 

     b.  Public Comment    

 

4) Meeting Schedule, Next Steps, and Agenda for Next Meeting 

     a.  Ad Hoc Task Force Discussion 

     b.  Public Comment    

 

5) Old and New Business 

 



















Michael Driscoll
April 18, 1844-April 17, 1926

Sources:

• Driscoll School homepage (“Driscoll School’s Namesake”, written by Elizabeth Perry, June 29, 
1951)

• Various 1926 obituaries, Brookline Chronicle & Boston Globe
• John Denehy's 1906 bicentennial history of Brookline

Michael Driscoll was born in Brookline Village to James Driscoll, a well-to-do contractor. 
He and his seven siblings were educated in the public schools. After leaving school, he plied his 
trade in the mercantile business in Boston for a bit, then began working for his father as a 
contractor. He had five children with his first wife, Margaret Shea Driscoll, who died in 1883. 
He had three more children with Ellen O’Hearn Driscoll, who died in 1898.

In 1874, Driscoll was first elected to the School Board. He served in this capacity until his death 
(52 years). During his long tenure, the school population rose dramatically: from 1,234 pupils in 
his first year to over 4,000 by the time his namesake school opened. Driscoll helped oversee the 
planning and construction of several new schools, including Pierce, Runkle, Heath, and Driscoll. 
Per Ms. Perry: “His knowledge of the contracting business , and his ambition to provide good 
housing facilities for every pupil in every part of town, resulted in a building program which was 
outstanding for those days, and which drew commendation from far and near.” The new Driscoll 
School was named in his honor in his 36th year of service.

In 1878, Driscoll was elected Superintendent of Streets, a position that he held until 1925, due to 
failing health.

Michael Driscoll was a member of the Mass. Catholic Order of Forresters, Knights of Columbus, 
Catholic Union of Boston, and the Brookline Historical Society.

Anecdotes: 

• A proud graduate of the Pierce School, Mr. Driscoll enjoyed the annual presenting of diplomas 
at both Pierce and Brookline High School. Every one of his children, and many of his 
grandchildren, nephews, and nieces, received their diplomas from his hands. A member of the 
finance committee in charge of payrolls, he also personally administered the required yearly 
arithmetic exams.

• Mr. Driscoll was a taskmaster to students and family members alike. One of his daughters, 
newly-graduated from Simmons College and employed as his secretary, nevertheless felt his 
wrath when her handwriting didn’t measure up to his legibility standards.

Respectfully submitted, Pamela L. Roberts



Heath School 
 
The Heath School is the only one of the eight K-8 schools in Brookline that is not 
named in honor of a particular individual. 
 
The first school at the location of the current Heath School opened in 1902. It was 
a replacement for a school that formerly stood on Heath Street. That school, 
which open in the 1850s, was called the “Heath-Street School”, named for the 
street on which it stood not for any individual. The earliest reference to it in town 
records as the Heath School (rather than Heath-Street School) was in 1883. 
 
The name Heath Street was first designated by the town in 1841 when a naming 
committee was formed to oversee the naming of streets. (Other streets named at 
that time included Washington Street, Harvard Street, Boylston Street, Warren 
Street, Walnut Street, Cypress Street, and about a dozen others.)  
 
Heath Street was applied to the road “from Worcester turnpike or Boylston Street 
by Mr. Heath’s to Newton line.” “Mr. Heath” was most likely Charles Heath (1801-
1868) although his father Ebenezer (1765-1845) would also still have been alive at 
the time.  
 
 



My research on slavery in the Heath family of Brookline 
 
Summary: the names of 5 slaves in the Heath family are known: Cuff, Kate, Primus, Ben Boston 
and Dinah. I was unable to determine which member or members of the Heath family were 
slave owners, other than to say that one of the sources listed a John Heath as an enslaver. Who 
was the Heath School named after?  As Ken Liss has said, there were also Heaths who lived in 
Brookline after slavery had died out.  
 
 

***************** 
 
John Heath enslaved: 

 Cuff 

 Kate 

 Primus 
Source for the 1st two enslaved: Brookline Historical Publications Society, 1929 and  
Source for the 3rd enslaved: Harriet F Woods, Historical Sketches of Brookline Mass., 1874, p. 
320 
 
Comment w/ a Q: in 1776, a John Heath is listed as owning “2 Negroes or Molattoes”. Source:  
A List or Return on Oath of the Names of Householders in the Town of Brookline. Which Heath is 
this? 
 
Comment w/ a Q:  Harriet Woods in Historical Sketches p. 221 mentions a Ben Boston as “an 
old slave in the Heath family.” He and Dinah, both slaves, were buried in the Old Burying 
Ground (Walnut Street cemetery). Woods writes they were buried in the potter’s field, with 
their names carved onto stones there, though the 1920 list of burials at Walnut Street list 
“family servants” as buried in the Heath tomb, a common burial practice for the enslaved, who 
at the time were were often referred to as “servants”. 
 
Comment w/ a Q: again, from Harriet Woods, p.221, she mentions a woman named Dinah, 
enslaved to “a still more ancient Heath”. Dinah is listed as buried in the Old Burying Ground. 
 
 
***** 
For those interested, I’d be happy to share information on the significance of the names of the 4 enslaved people, 
as their names follow the pattern for slave-naming in this region. 
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